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School Climate: What Is It?

What is it? The general cohesive, group 
culture and interactive behavior at school.
 Includes parents, students, teachers, 

surrounding community

Greater school climate leads to 
greater commitment of students to 
school (Weiss, 2005).



AUSD School Climate Survey

Scan-tron forms 
distributed to students 
and parents
Opportunity to see what 
are the needs at school 
and how the program 
can reach more 
students, parents, and 
teachers.
Anonymous and 
confidential



Focus of School Climate Survey
Assess perceptions (students, parents, teachers) of the 
learning environment in the following areas:

Academic norms, standards, and priorities
The working environment in the school
Learning supports and barriers
Staff-student relationships and staff supportive relationships
Student connectedness to the school
The problems posed by student risk behaviors (substance use, 
violence, and truancy)
Staff and student safety
Nature, communication, and enforcement of school rules/policies
Availability of health and counseling services



Connecting School Climate

Positive school climate helps children in their 
personal and academic growth (Marshall, 2003; Weiss et 
al., 2005).

More positive school climate is related to fewer 
disruptive behaviors among students (Cushing et al., 
2003; Weiss et al., 2005; Marshall, 2003).

Positive school climate is protective for at-risk 
students (Marshall, 2003). 

Positive school climate leads to greater 
attachment and commitment to the school (Wilson, 
2004). 



RESULTS FROM 2009-2010 
SCHOOL CLIMATE SURVEY



Students/Parents think they are 
well-informed about school rules
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Students/Parents Who Feel Safe 
At School
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Students/Parents who think that 
you can count on adults to try and 
make sure that students are safe. 
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Positive School Climate: 
AUSD Results

Increase in state test scores 
Reduction in truancy by 50% 

Reduction in suspensions by over 65% 
Reduction in expulsions by over 55%

Results in 
line with

school climate research



Questions?

Thank you
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