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Speaking with 
Legislators

Present well
• Be confident
• Be brief
• Make it  

relevant
• Say what you 

know and get 
back on what 
you don’t

Have a 
purpose

• Be clear 
about why 
you are 
visiting

• Extend an 
invitation

• Prepare a 
“leave 
behind”

• Be a  resource
• Build a  

relationship

Know 
your 

program

• Know program 
specifics

• How  has the program 
made a difference?

• How is the program 
funded?

• Share evidence of the 
program’s success Be 

brief

Be 
bright

Be 
gone!





For a volunteer 
group to reach out

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For a volunteer group to reach out
invite those who value your initiative 
engage CMT, stakeholders, 3rd party champions 
identify spokespersons to deliver messages



Others to join 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Others to join 
SS/HS initiatives in your state
those with personal connections to the  policy makers



About your key 
policymakers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
About your key policymakers
at local, state, federal legislative & agency levels
identify who they are
research their issues
 issues/interests that align with your SS/HS



Congress at Your Fingertips

National Conference of State Legislators

National Association of School Psychologists 
Action Center – Elected Officials

 United States Senate

 United States House of Representatives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information- legislators and legislative aides
Legislators’ individual web sites 
Congress at Your Fingertips http://publishing.cqrollcall.com/
State 
	 find links for your state legislators by clicking your state and “home page” - National Conference of State Legislators:   http://www.ncsl.org/?tabid=17173
Federal 
	find more information about your legislators - National Association of School Psychologists: http://capwiz.com/naspweb/dbq/officials/
United States Senate: 
find your senators and their home pages by state
http://www.senate.gov/
United States House of Representatives: 
find your representative and his/her home page, entering
your zip code  http://www.house.gov/
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For a meeting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For a meeting
coordinate meeting request 
submit formal request
at time/location appropriate to group’s schedule 
with  policy maker or legislative assistant



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Click to show the circle around Be Prepared



To make & leave a 
good impression

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To make/leave a good impression
provide what matters
share relevant information, materials, resources



To provide a clear & 
consistent message 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To speak like a pro
provide a clear and consistent message 



To answer questions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To answer questions
how your SS/HS aligns with policy maker priorities
only information you know
offer follow-up



With a brief 
presentation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With a brief presentation
planned talking points 
personal story to share
visual media  demonstration
local  information (YouTube,  Animoto)
broader SS/HS  (Show Me How,  ppt, etc.)



With a fact sheet

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With a fact sheet 
prepared front-back print document
overview of SS/HS 
local outcome data and system changes



Use existing resources
• Show Me How video
• Celebration Kit messages, worksheets, 

and templates (PPT & Word)
• Customizable fact sheet template based on 

Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative: A Legacy of 
Success (Summary of NET’s interim report)



With logistical plans 
to attend meeting

Presenter
Presentation Notes

 With logistical plans to attend meeting
directions to meeting location
be on time
appropriate dress




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Click to show the circle around Communicate Clearly



A succinct message

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A succinct message – 
		you may only have 10 minutes







Appreciation for 
their work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Appreciation for their  work  - values or  legislation







The purpose
of your visit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose of your visit, to share 
problems the community has faced
your approach to these problems
successes of SS/HS
success of  a sustainable model








Outcome &
impact data

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most compelling information
what has worked best?
share a short story about how services have affected a student’s  life
a short video or brief publication

Outcome and impact  data
draw from the 2-page SS/HS fact sheet
offer examples of systemic and lasting changes




Your most 
compelling 
information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most compelling information
what has worked best?
share a short story about how services have affected a student’s  life
a short video or brief publication

Outcome and impact  data
draw from the 2-page SS/HS fact sheet
offer examples of systemic and lasting changes




…with the future in 
mind

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…with the future in mind:

ask legislators to visit 

ask about the best time/way to stay in touch

ask them about additional information needs




Gratitude

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gratitude

thank everyone for their time
leave behind material 

follow–up thank  you letters to legislators/staff
 offer to be a resource in your state




Work with CS and TAS 
on strategy to educate 
your policymakers
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