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Learning Objectives
 Learn how two programs use parent engagement and 

programs to improve outcomes for young children
 Share successes and challenges of working with 

families with young children across the community
 Activity: What strategies have you used to engage 

families?
 Activity: Are you going where the children are? Involving 

community based providers.
 Findings



Lyndonville, VT



Center for Social Emotional 
Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL)



http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/ 



Parent Modules



Family Workbook



Tucker Turtle©

Tucker Turtle Takes 
Time to Tuck and Think

© Incredible Years, Seattle, WA



What families say…..
 “Thank you so much for teaching me useful, helpful 

tools to be a better single parent to my kids.”
 “It was really nice to listen to others and see other 

problems out there and how to handle those if they 
ever occur with us.”

 “This training was very good and I am so glad I signed 
up for it. I would love to have a “check-in” once a 
month as a support group to learn more and talk with 
other parents”



Brainstorm Activity
What strategies have you 

used to engage families?



Early Childhood Specialists, 
CNSU SS-HS Site
 Deliver CSEFEL parent training and coaching in child 

care programs
 Provide consultation to child care to reduce both the 

termination/expulsion of preschoolers with 
challenging behaviors and the need for mental health 
referrals

 Collaborate with Birth-3 system in Vermont
 Home visiting when needed
 Conference with families at drop off times in child care 

programs helps build key relationships with families



Brainstorm Activity
Are you going where the children are? How to engage 
community based providers.

http://www.vermontchildcare.org/�
http://www.lyndonstate.edu/prospective-students/applying-application-requirements/�


What we’re seeing for young 
children
 Seeing carry over of strategies at both home and at 

child care
 Reducing expulsion
 Increasing the number of mental health referrals
 By year 5, we hope to see data on improvements in 

school readiness



Carpinteria, CA





How do we get there???



17



Collaborative Focus Areas

 Early Care and 
Education

 Childhood Health 
and Wellness

 Families, 
Professionals,  and 
Community



Risk Factors
 Children from a single-parent, 
 Children from teen parents, 
 Children with one or more non English speaking parent, 
 Children with a parent with less than a high school education, 
 Children with a parent that is unemployed or incarcerated.  
 Children birth to age 6 living with a family income at or below 50% of the 

federal poverty level.  
 Children of low birth-weight (less than 2,500 grams or 5.5 pounds)
 Children born to mothers receiving late or no prenatal care
 Children with special needs or with medical risks
 Children with an older sibling that is not meeting grade level proficiency
 Children of mothers with Post Partum Depression or mental illness
 Children of parents with substance abuse issues
 Children that qualify for Differential Response or have open CWS cases
 Children of Foster Parents



Protective Factors
 Resiliency
 Knowledge of Child 

Development
 Nurturing and Attachment
 Concrete Support
 Social Support

 SBCC ESL/Adult Ed Classes
 Citizenship Classes
 Workforce Investment Board
 WIC
 DSS Eligibility Support
 AVANCE
 Road to University
 FAST
 Latino Literacy Project
 Baby College



Programs
 Main Family Resource Center  Parent University



Parent Ed: AVANCE, FSA, CALM, SSHS



Health & Wellness Center

 Registered Nurse, DRC, Sansum, Cottage, Public 
Health, FoodBank, Treatment, Mental Health



ECE Opportunities: Early Learning Labs 
ECE Network, SSHS

 Explorer Program



KSEP - Universal Becomes Specific

Headstart, State Preschool, 
Canalino preschoolers

All 180 Grade K in 
Carpinteria

Follow age 4 through Grade 
3

BESS, PPVT, Literacy, 
Numeracy, English and 
Spanish

Integrate with school data 
based





Questions?
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