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District Officials in areas of school health 
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• Community advocacy at the District level 
shifted to legislative advocacy at the state 
level.

• Legislation was needed to initiate change.



Legislative Impact, 2001

• Texas Senate Bill 19 passed in 2001
– Set minimum requirement for Elementary PE
– Required Districts to form School Health 

Advisory Councils (SHACs)
• Report to local School Boards



Legislative Impact, 2001

• Texas Senate Bill 19 passed
– Set minimum requirement for Elementary PE
– Required Districts to form School Health 

Advisory Councils
• Report to local School Boards

– Highly controversial with school systems
• Constituted an unfunded mandate for PE



Legislative Impact, 2001

• Texas Senate Bill 19 passed
– Set minimum requirement for Elementary PE
– Required Districts to form School Health 

Advisory Councils
• Report to local School Boards

– Highly controversial with school systems
• Constituted an unfunded mandate for PE

• Austin School Health Advisory Council
– District attempt to dis-empower SHAC failed
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Lessons Learned

• Collaboration
• Strategic thinking
• Sustainability

Resources
• http://www.publichealthgrandrounds.unc.edu/catch/index.htm
• http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/cshp/
• http://www.austinisd.org/schools/shac/index.phtml
• http://www.austinisd.org/community/access/
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