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“…The good news is that schools’ unique capacity to 
facilitate the connection between mental health, 
learning, and development presents a built-in 
opportunity to respond to these needs.  

The learning environment provides a natural context for 
growth and healing. It is familiar and accessible to 
students and designed to promote collaboration with 
families and community services.  

Children spend a good portion of their active waking 
hours there, giving staff members the opportunity to 
observe students’ mental-health needs and either 
provide them help directly or refer them to the 
appropriate service providers.”  
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PREPaRE training is ideal for schools 

committed to improving and 
strengthening their school crisis 
management plans and emergency 
response in crisis preparation, 
prevention, intervention, response, and 
recovery procedures, with a special 
emphasis on the role of school-based 
mental health professionals.  

 

Brock, Nickerson, Reeves, Jimerson, Lieberman & Feinberg (2009) 
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Brock, Nickerson, Reeves, Jimerson, Lieberman & Feinberg (2009) 

http://www.nasponline.org/prepare/index.aspx 
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Without knowledge of developmental 
variations in crisis reactions, adults may 
not recognize that young children are 
experiencing stress reactions, which are 
expressed by their behavior rather than 
their words. 

Brock, Nickerson, Reeves, Jimerson, Lieberman & Feinberg (2009) 
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• Impacted by hurricanes 
• Impacted by oil spill and financial 

distress 
• Shaken by suicide cluster: both students 

and adults 
• Latest suicide: popular Vice Principal 
• Conducting district-wide crisis response 

training 
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Variety of resources for administrators and 
school staff 

• SAMHSA tip sheets for different 
audiences 

• Tools for educators and administrators 
• Sample outreach letter to parents 
• Sample press release to local media 
• Awareness Poster 
• Oil spill web site button 
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• Most resources are either samples or 
templates that schools customized 

• Were sent out to all schools in the 
affected districts/parishes of Alabama, 
Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi 
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• Educators’ Important Role in Supporting 
Students Experiencing Oil Spill Stress 

• Educators’ Checklist for Coordinating 
School Response to Oil Spill Stress 

• Sample Oil Spill Stress Staff Meeting 
Agenda  

• Mental Health Services Infrastructure 
Assessment 

• Letter to parents 
• Press release 
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Oil Spill Distress 
Campaign 
Outreach  
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Webinars 
• In a series of three webinars participants were 

given an overview of the resources available, 
shared challenges they’re facing on the ground, 
and discussed ways to do outreach in their 
community. 

 
• Audience: 

-  state-level mental health services staff   
- state-level school social work services staff   

   - local school psychologists 
- crisis counselors 
- Superintendents shared 
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Web Site 
• 5,850 visits (significant spike around April 20th 

Oil Spill Anniversary) 
 
• 10,000 page views 

 
• Most visited pages were resources for 

educators, mental health staff, community, 
coping resources, and school kit pages 
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Resource School Kit 

• Poster tube sent to over 1,000 schools as well as 
youth summer programs in Gulf Coast region 

• Contained glossy poster w/ warning signs of 
stress in children and resources available for 
schools 

• USB w/ take home letter template for parents, 
sample press release, educators’ tools, 
SAMHSA tip sheets, and a school kit user’s 
guide.  
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